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FAMED CHORALE t o PRESENT
CONCERT AT UM NOV. 10
By Georgia Remind
UM Information Services

remmel/vh
11/14/69
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MISSOULA-Missoulians and other western Montanans will be treated to a lively representation
of choral splendor when the Roger Wagner Chorale presents a program in the University of
Montana Theater Wednesday (Nov. 19).
Carrying on a tradition begun nearly 150 years ago by civic choruses, choral music
has become a highly precise and skilled talent demanding hours of rehearsal and dedication
'Only recently has choral music become professionalized in the way represented by Roger
Wagner s work," said Dr. Joseph A. Mussulman, UM associate professor of music and director
of the University Choir, the UM singing Jubileers and the Missoula Mendelssohn Club.
The Wagner Chorale concert at 8:15 p.m. Wednesday will represent virtually all choral
periods from the Renaissance to the present.

Numbers on the program will include "Ave

Maria ' by Victoria, "Mass in G Minor" by Williams and "Romeo and Juliet" excerpts by
Berlioz.
Because of the recognition of Wagner as an authority on religious music of the
Medieval and Renaissance periods," said Dr. Mussulman, "the group's performance Wednesday
will undoubtedly be the finest to be heard anywhere in the world."
Missoula holds the promise of a large potential audience Tor Wagner's program.
Concerning choral tradition in Missoula Dr. Mussulman said, "Missoula has long had an
usually strong choral tradition and we will be greatlv appreciative and understanding
towards the skill exhibited by the Wagner Chorale.

The Mendelssohn Club, a civic male

chorus, has had an uninterrupted history of 25 seasons and the 65-voice Symphony Chorale
has been active for nearly 10 years."
Over the years Missoulians have displayed a distinct pride in their choral work
and Roger Wagner and his chorus will be warmly welcomed here.
more
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Donald 0. Carey, associate professor of music at UM and director of the Collegiate
Chorus, recognizes the trend towards professionalism in choral music as does Dr.
Mussulman.

"Primarily because of his affiliation with choral music on the university

level, Wagner has had a notable influence upon all aspects of choral tradition," Carey
said.
During the 20th century, huge community choruses numbering in the hundreds and often
thousands were commonnlace.

Through a kind of musical evolution, however, audiences

began demanding more "musicianship" and skill.

As a result the choruses shrank in size

and concentrated on quality rather than quantity, said Dr. Mussulman.
"These smaller groups of talented individuals expanded their knowledge of musical
literature and were able to perform more effectively.

Combined with long hours of

rehearsal and self-discipline, these choruses gave their singing a polished, precise
edge which is embodied in professionalisn\" Dr. Mussulman explained.
Wagner is a musician with a background to be reckoned with.

His father, organist

for the great Cathedral of Dijon, France, brought his family to the United States when
Roger was 7.
as
Beginning/a boy soprano, the younger Wagner later became the organist and choral
director for the Church of St. Ambrose in Los Angeles.
12th birthday.

That same year he celebrated his

Returning to France, Wagner studied under the distinguished organist

Marcel Dupre and he completed his undergraduate work at the College of Montmorency.
When Wagner returned to the United States he was engaged as musical director of St.
Joseph’s Church, Los Angeles.
aurch was

The choir he painstakingly developed and trained

at this

destined to become the nucleus of the Roger Wagner Chorale in 1°>47.

Within two years, the Chorale’s fame grew with each new recording and appearance.
Now, 22 years later, a better part of the year is spent in tours through Europe, South
America, the Near East and Japan as well as the United States.
Wagner earned his doctorate from the University of Montreal for his thesis on
the Masses of Josquin des Pres.

He achieved further distinction as the director of

choral music on the new Irvine campus of the University of California, a post which he
had previously held on UC's Los Angeles campus.
more
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Wagner is married and the father of three children.
Wednesday night's concert will include selections by such composers as Victoria,
Hassler, Palestrina, Monteverdi, Passeau, Bach, Berlioz and Britten.
The program is sponsored by the Program Council of the Associated Student at
UM.

Tickets are available at the University Center Information Desk, the Cartwheel and

the UM Department of Music office.

